
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1377 
JOHN WCLIFFE 

Writes his Treatise Trialogus 
 

  



[EDITOR’S NOTE: ]  
 

Locations of Original Works of Wycliffe 
 

Unless otherwise stated. Items about or from Wycliffe are from 
A translation of some of Wyclif’s shorter Latin works, his 
Treatise Trialogus, his Treatise against Orders of Friars, and 
other shorter works placed online by Liberty Fund, Inc. 
gleaned from Old English or Latin manuscripts of Wycliffe’s 

at (1) trinity College Library, Dublin, IRE, (2) Bodleian Library, 

Oxford, UK, (3) CCC College, Cambridge, UK, (4) Lambeth Palace 

Library, London, UK, (5) King’s College Library, London, UK, (6) 

Public Library, Cambridge, UK, (7) trinity College Library, 

Cambridge, UK, (8) Imperial Library, Vienna, AUSTRIA, (9) New 

College Library, Oxford, UK, (10) Cathedral Library, Lincoln, UK, 

(11) New College Library, Oxford, UK.]  

 

Go here to read entire series:  
https://bit.ly/WycliffeTrilogy 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Some of book III are below. The first 
nine chapters are against transubstantiation (the bread of the 
Lord’s Supper actually becoming Jesus’ human body)  

 
III.  Showing That The Bread Remains Bread After 

Consecration. 
VI.  In What Way The Bread Is The Body Of Our Lord, And 

Not The Identical Body Itself. 
VII.  On The Identification Of The Bread With The Body Of 

Christ. 

VIII.  Showing That The Body Of Christ Doth Not Corrupt. 
IX.  Whether Two Bodies May Be At Once In The Same 

Place. 
 

X.  On baptism:…For herein it is a fundamental article of 

belief, that whenever a man is duly baptized, baptism 
destroys whatever sin was found in the man…. Since, then, 
Christ himself instituted the sign of baptism, why should 



we not in a prudent manner observe it. 
XIII.  On offices…  In the primitive church, or the time of 

Paul, two orders were held sufficient,—those of priests and 
deacons. No less certain am I, that in the time of Paul, 
presbyter and bishop were the same, as is shown in 1 Tim. 
iii. and Tit. i. That profound theologian Jerome attests the 
same fact, see lxxxvii. Dis. ca. Olim. For there were not then 
the distinctions of pope and cardinals, patriarchs and 
archbishops, bishops, archdeacons, officials, and deacons, 

with other officers and religious bodies, without number or 
rule. As to all the disputes which have arisen about these 
functionaries, I shall say nothing; it is enough for me, that, 
according to scripture, the presbyters and the deacons retain 
that office and standing which Christ appointed them, 
because I am convinced that Cæsarean pride has introduced 
these orders ] and gradations. If they had been necessary to 
the church, Christ and his apostles would not have held 
their peace about them. So that those blaspheme who extol 
the rights of the pope above Christ. 

XV. On The Culpability Of The Laity… For then too would 
come to an end those blasphemies about the spiritual power of 
popes, in respect to absolution from sin and punishment, and 
the unwarranted granting of indulgences,—things which 
Christ and his apostles never granted… we tell them that they 
are bound, on pain of the condemnation of hell, so to do [pay 
indulgences], since they ought to repent of their folly, and 
make satisfaction    for their sin in having thus defiled the 
CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

XVI. On Penance… Peter presumed not on the possession of such 
power, how then can this hypocrite [pope] claim it? And since 

he cannot prove himself a true vicar of Christ, or a member of 
the CHURCH OF CHRIST, what is it to him that Christ 
promised this power to the blessed Peter, seeing he is neither 
Peter, nor by the lowness and holiness of his life the vicar of 
Peter? 

XVII:  On Signs Of Contrition…The only office known in the 
CHURCH OF CHRIST in its earlier history, was that of 
“priests and deacons, living clerks’ life.—By ordinance of 



Christ, priests and bishops were all one; but afterwards the 
emperor separated them, and made bishops lords, and priests 
their servants, and this was the cause of envy, and quenched 
much charity 

XXII. On Blasphemy Of The Friars… Beyond doubt, there is 
implied in this practice a fraudulent buying and selling [of 
church offices]; and it is equally certain that God must hate this 
hypocritical traffic…They fraudulently diminish the liberty of 
the CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

XXX. De Ecclesiæ Domini… Of the CHURCH OF CHRIST of 
her Members, and of her Governance; and it begins, Christ’s 
church is his spouse. 

XXXI. Their Usury, Simony, Covetousness, Extortion, Rapine, 
And Theft… The laws and judgments which Antichrist [pope] 
hath brought in, putting God’s law behind, mar too much the 
CHURCH OF CHRIST.  
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JOHN WYCLIFFE 

Defends himself before Parliament 
 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



[EDITOR’S NOTE:  Wycliffe’s wrote a defense of his beliefs 
at a Synod at Lambath Palace [for the king’s chaplain] in 
London (for the upper clerics) in answer to a papal bull against 
him.  Since they mixed church and state, his statement does 
too.  Below are some things in it about the church.] 

 
First of all, I publicly protest, as I have often done at other 

times, that I will and purpose from the bottom of my heart, by 
the grace of God, to be a sincere Christian; and as long as I have 

breath, to profess and defend the Law of Christ so far as I am 
able. 

I. The first conclusion is, that all mankind, since Christ’s 
coming, have not power, simply or absolutely, to ordain that 
Peter and all his successors should rule over the world 
politically for ever. 

VII. We know that it is not possible that the vicar of Christ, 
merely by his bulls, or by them together with his own will and 
consent, and that of his college of cardinals, can qualify or 
disable any man. 

XII. The disciples of Christ have no power to exact [money 
to them] by civil compulsion… Christ forbade his apostles to 
reign civilly, or to exercise any temporal dominion. 

XIII. It is not possible by the absolute power of God, that if 
the pope, or any other Christian, shall pretend that he binds or 
looses [sins]. 

XVIII. An ecclesiastic, even the pope of Rome himself, 
may, on some accounts, be corrected by their subjects… God 
forbid that truth should be condemned by the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST because it sounds ill in the ears of sinners and 
ignorant persons; for then the whole faith of the scripture 

would be liable to be condemned. 
 
 

 
 

  



 


